Matthew Paul "Matt" Smith
October 18, 1976 - July 3, 2020

Matthew Paul “Matt” Smith, age 43, of Rome passed away Friday July 3, 2020 at a local
hospital.
Matt was born October 18, 1976 to Jeffery Smith and Lucille Rivas Smith. Matt was a
devoted father to Phoebe, Paxton, and Savannah. He loved spending as much time with
his children as he could. Going to the park, playing video games, watching movies with
them, and having tickle fights. He was a wonderful husband that made sure his wife
always knew he loved her. He was also very proud of his Mexican Heritage. His hobbies
were playing guitar, listening to music, discussing politics, getting together with his family
for a cookout, and spending time with all of our rescue animals, especially his dog
Maverick. He loved telling cheesy jokes, and his moms’ homemade enchiladas and
chimichangas. He was very devoted to his faith and his family. The most important thing in
the world to him was making sure his kids were taken care of and that they knew they
were his life. He was loved deeply and will be greatly missed by us. He learned his love of
music from his Dad who was a worship leader. Their dad would often sit with Matt and his
siblings singing songs together from a young age.
Survivors include his wife: Jessica Ann Smith, children: Paxton Smith-Haynes, Phoebe
Smith-Haynes, Savannah Anderson; parents: Jeff and Lucy Smith; siblings: Tony
Strattard, Hannah Joy Price, and Dinah Smith.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 PM on Friday July 10, 2020 at Good Shepherd
Funeral Home, with Rev. Herbert Dean officiating. Interment will follow in Oaknoll
Memorial Gardens. The family will receive friends from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM on
Thursday July 9, 2020 at Good Shepherd Funeral Home, 2750 Shorter Ave. Rome GA.
30165.
Pallbearers include the following gentlemen: Tony Strattard, Mark Price, David Libengood,
Matt Laippel, and Jacob Smith.
Parnick Jennings Sr.’s Good Shepherd Funeral Home has charge of the arrangements.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Good Shepherd Funeral Home & Cremation Services - July 08 at 12:57 PM

“

Jeff and Lucy, our heart in broken over the tragic loss of your son Matt.
We are lifting up prayers for you and your family. Matt was a wonderful son, brother, father
and has gone to soon to sit next to our Heavenly Father.
We send love and compassion to all of the family.
Jennifer and Larry Worley
Jennifer Worley - July 09 at 02:12 PM

“

Thank you so much for your compassion and prayers. We are still shocked at the death of
our son. We wished we could have had advanced notice in order to shower him with our
hugs, kisses and our love. But we usually never are ready. Again thank you.
Lucille Smith - July 10 at 11:48 PM

“

So sorry that you're gone, brother. You were the nicest guy. Best wishes to your
family.

Shane - July 10 at 06:15 AM

“

Prayers going up for the family and friends. I worked with him at Toyo and he was
such a nice person

Linda Cagle - July 08 at 06:46 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Matt's passing. He was such a lovable, joyful guy, full of
sweetness and laughter. Though I have not seen Matt in so many years, I will
remember his laugh the most.

Janet Simpson-Templin - July 08 at 03:08 PM

“

60 files added to the album LifeTributes

Good Shepherd Funeral Home & Cremation Services - July 08 at 12:48 PM

“

My heart breaks knowing I will never see that beautiful smile again. Matt was such a
good person. I will treasure the memories of the time we spent together. Matt played
a very important roll in my path of life. He will forever remain in my heart!! To all his
family I’m so sorry for your loss!!

Carol Gardner - July 08 at 12:09 PM

“

Matt was an amazing friend to me and I will never forget all of the good time we had.
It surely was a blessing to have know him. Sending prayers and condolences to his
family.

Ciara Hudson - July 07 at 07:22 PM

“

Just a wonderful friend, so many years we shared this bond, still do through the heaven we
will share. Faith in God above and the promises he has made we will meet again. Always
love my brother.
Rudy Selman - July 07 at 08:11 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss..I worked closely with Matt..We shared a lot of laughs..He was
an amazing person and he will be missed.
Tammie Formby Baker
Tammie Baker - July 08 at 05:13 AM

“

Great friend from childhood. Awesome Person. So unfortunate that Youre Gone too early
old friend. We will all meet you there one day. Until then, hold the fort down for us. I know
you will.
Andrew - July 10 at 07:10 AM

“

Im sorry we cant make it there in person from Louisville. Really wish we could.
Circumstances prevented us. So sorry to Jeff, Lucy, Tony and all the Family for your Loss.
Tragic
Andrew - July 10 at 07:15 AM

